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wewnetrznie grupe kobiet. Wybijaja si¢ takie wy-
miary zroznicowania jak: sytuacja rodzinna
— w zwiazku, nie w zwiazku; sytuacja ekonomiczna
— rodzaje motywacji (brak pracy, che¢ zarabiania
wigcej, pragnienie niezaleznosci ekonomicznej);
czas wyjazdu — osoby wyjezdzajace na dtuzej, oso-
by wyjezdzajace na krocej (s. 178-179); rdézne ro-
dzaje wydatkéw — biezace, inwestycyjne (s. 181).
W tej sytuacji przedstawianie badanych kobiet
przede wszystkim jako grupy mowiacej jednym
glosem zaskakuje. Wydaje si¢ oczywiste, ze wsrdd
badanych kobiet wystepuja jakie$ systematyczne
roznice typologiczne. O typologi¢ pokusit si¢ nawet
ksiadz cytowany na s. 188, ktory mowitl, ze w nie-
ktorych rodzinach wystepuja niekorzystne zjawiska
zwiazane z migracja, w innych nie. Wydaje sig, ze
Autorka falszywie utozsamita potrzebe spojnosci
tekstu pisanego z potrzeba jednoznaczno$ci przyta-
czanych danych. Tym samym, nie wykorzystata
najwickszego potencjalu badan jakoSciowych, na
ktore si¢ zdecydowata, czyli portretowania i rozu-
mienia réznorodnosci.

Najwigksza warto$¢ badania polega na umozli-
wieniu wgladu w do§wiadczenie migrujacych matek
oraz sportretowanie spotecznosci lokalnej, w ktorej
migracje sa codzienno$cia. Mocna strona ksiazki
jest czes¢ 8.3, czyli portret emigracyjnego zycia,
zawierajacy relacje o cigzkiej sytuacji migrantek
zarobkowych, w niektorych przypadkach mowia-
cych o doswiadczeniu pracy przymusowe;j (s. 215).

Te doswiadczenia niestety nie sa analizowane
w konfrontacji z pelieniem przez migrantki rol
matczynych, chociaz trudne doswiadczenia zawo-
dowe stawiaja pod znakiem zapytania mozliwo$¢
realizacji funkcji opiekunczych, ktéorych modele
opracowywane sa zasadniczo dla sytuacji norma-
tywnych. Otrzymujemy obraz kobiet pracujacych
ciezko za granica, do$wiadczajacych naduzyé
i czasem przemocy, ktore jednocze$nie ogromnie
duzo wymagaja od siebie w roli matek. Tym sa-
mym, projektuja dla siebie rolg zblizong do super-
woman (Shaevitz, Shaevitz 1984) w wersji dla wy-
kluczonych czy nieuprzywilejowanych (zamiast
korporacji charakterystycznych dla modelu super-
woman wystegpuje tu fizyczna praca przymusowa).

Wydaje sig, ze Autorka, nie dyskutujac z nieprzy-
stawaniem sytuacji, w ktorych pracuja kobiety,
Z normatywnymi oczekiwaniami, ktore wobec siebie
formutuja, i z ktorymi ona konfrontuje je w analizie,
przyktada si¢ do podbijania tych oczekiwan i pod-
trzymania normatywnego dyskursu wokot realizacji
zadan opiekunczych w sytuacji migracji.
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The aim of this publication is to contribute towards
the contemporary discourse on migration policy and
to put it in a wider, historical and international con-
text. The point of departure for the analysis is to
what extent the increase in international migration
flows is to be seen as ‘undesirable’. The main thesis
of the book is that advantages of migration outweigh
its disadvantages. As Goldin, Cameron and Bala-
rajan show, migration laid out foundations for major
civilisations, it links labour markets, has a positive
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impact on the global economy and contributes to
social diversity in receiving states. Moreover, as the
authors predict, in the coming decades the West will
need migrants more than ever before.

Published in the years of the economic crisis, the
books tries to allay the fears of the increased immi-
gration in contemporary societies, as well as to in-
form the reader about the misconceptions and fears
about the consequences of immigration. It offers
a broad analysis of migration movements, put in
a long-term historical perspective.

The book is arranged into three chronological
parts. The first one titled Past depicts the history of
long-lasting human migration. It starts with popula-
tion movements prior to 1500, which are discussed
through the prism of general developments in hu-
man history, stressing their role in the circulation of
ideas and technologies on the one hand, and in es-
tablishing economic links between different popula-
tion clusters in various parts of the globe one the
other hand. It perfectly catches the contemporary
connection between the role of migrants and the
economic growth. The analysis continues with the
emergence of the relatively unconstrained massive
migration flows until the outbreak of the First World
War, when the rise of nationalism and the modern
nation states, and the spread of xenophobia resulted
in launching restrictive immigration policies.

In the second part (Present), the authors begin
with the well-known socio-economic explanations
of what motivates people to migrate between coun-
tries. They investigate the interdependencies be-
tween international migration trends and the
contemporary migration policies, which, in compar-
ison to those at the beginning of the 20™ century,
have launched even greater constraints against free
mobility in the era of globalisation, free flow of
remittances and information. This part also enters
into the debate on the influence of migration on
sending and receiving economies. The authors seem
to be very convinced of its benefits for all the partic-
ipants involved. As they summarise, even modest
increases in the rate of migration would produce
significant gains for the economy. Both rich and
poor countries would benefit from increased migra-

tion, with developing countries benefiting the most
(p. 162).

The last part of the book makes inferences about
the future of migration and the level of migration
flows, which the authors find likely to be unavoida-
ble. The greater size of migration flows will result
from decreasing costs of transportation and, thus,
better connectivity and maintenance of migrants’
networks. The authors also argue that demographic
considerations play a major role. The demand for
both high-skilled and low-skilled workers in lowest-
-low fertility rate countries such as those in Western
Europe, or in rapidly ageing populations such as the
U.S. or Western Europe, would stimulate immigra-
tion from rapidly growing national populations from
Asia and, mainly Africa, towards a more equal dis-
tribution of labour force. The book is a manifesto
for global and unconstrained migration flows,
a risky and unorthodox stance to promote in the
years of the global economic recession. It finishes
with a five-point agenda that would enable the pro-
gressive movement towards the global open borders
policy in the future, calling for international co-
operation between states, international organisations
and various social and political groups (p. 270-281).
These are: 1) extending migrants’ transnational
rights (portability of pensions and other social and
economic benefits, political rights), 2) promoting
social and economic advancement of migrants to
prevent their social exclusion (recognition of the
skills gained in the country of origin, support in
learning the language of the receiving state),
3) launching amnesty programmes for undocument-
ed migrants, 4) combating discrimination to ensure
migrants have full participation in receiving socie-
ties, and 5) improvement in data collection to ensure
their consistency and enable comparative analysis.

Exceptional People is rich in relevant statistical
data, skilfully presented. The main strength of this
book is that it does take into account the impact and
the relevance of migration on human development
in a long-term historical perspective. The main
drawback, however, apart from the lack of a clear
general conclusion, is repeating well-known, old
reasons for liberal migration policy and stepping
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short of providing new arguments. For instance, the
argument of the positive contribution of migration
towards cultural development has been widely
known among migration historians and discussed in
the works of Dirk Hoerder (2002), Christiane
Harzig, Dirk Hoerder and Donna Gabaccia (2009)
or Patrick Manning (2005). Economists should not
be surprised if they do not find anything new about
the economic impact of migration, as the authors
mainly summarise the prior findings of George
Borjas, Jeffrey G. Williamson, Timothy J. Hatton or
Oded Stark, and others. Lastly, the authors seem to
neglect the political consequences of mass immigra-
tion and the role of migrations in international rela-
tions.

Exceptional People is a well-written, informative
piece of work. However, it is rather a compendium
for the interested readers to follow up than a new
contribution to migration research.
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